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Floor and surface maintenance Cleaning Tips

The best way to clean your floor depends on its specific type, of course, but the general rule 
is to use very small amounts of mild cleaning agents and test your floor cleaning solution on 
a small hidden area first. Clean in a gentle manner and rinse well when necessary, just 
remember to always make your floors completely dry in the end.

In Association with 



1. How to Clean Tile Floors

If your tile floors need more extensive cleaning, you are advised to use a 
solution of warm water and white vinegar. Mix half a cup of vinegar with a 
gallon of warm water and mop the floor. You can use a mild dishwashing 
agent instead of vinegar for better results, just don’t forget to rinse the 
floor with clean water afterwards. If some persistent stains remain, you are 
advised to prepare a paste of scouring powder and warm water in equal 
proportions and to rub it on the spot. Let it stay for about 10 minutes, 
scrub with a soft brush, and rinse with warm water. If dirt has accumulated 
in between your tiles, you will need a 50/50 solution of water and 
ammonia. Rust spots, on the other hand, are best removed when rubbed 
with a rug soaked in kerosene or petrol.

Remember that cleaning tile floors cannot be done successfully without 
cleaning the grouts as well. You can use a special grout brush or even an 
old toothbrush to scrub the grouts with a paste prepared from baking soda 
and water. Rinse with warm water and let your grout lines dry completely. 
You may consider applying a coat of grout sealer to prevent grout from 
accumulating too much dirt and mildew in the future.



2. How to Clean Vinyl Floors

You can use a solution of vinegar (or a mild dishwashing detergent) and hot water to 
clean your vinyl floors. A thick paste prepared from baking soda and water will 
remove most stains, just make sure to rinse the floor thoroughly so that no residues 
remain. Avoid using abrasive substances and don’t scrub too hard or the vinyl 
flooring you will lose its shine. Dry well when you are done because water can 
damage the glue that keeps the vinyl adhered to the floor underneath.

3. How to Clean Laminate Floors

Hot water provides the best method for cleaning laminate floors. You can add a 
spoonful or two of baby shampoo in the water but it is not recommended unless the 
floor is extremely dirty. Wring the mop well before using it and be careful not to step 
on the wet floor. Wipe it dry with a clean microfiber cloth. If the result is not good 
enough, pour about a quarter cup of white vinegar into a standard spray bottle, fill 
with water to the top and spray over a small area. Wipe the spot immediately with a 
damp cloth (vinegar will wear away the protective coating of the laminate if it stays 
on it for too long) and blot the surface dry (excessive water may cause the floor to 
warp).



4. How to Clean Hardwood Floors

When cleaning hardwood floors, you need to avoid bleach, ammonia, abrasive 
cleaners and any products that may leave a residue and/or damage the delicate 
surface. If the surface of your floor is sealed with polyurethane, urethane, or a 
polyacrylic coating, it should be water- and stain-resistant and easy to clean. Shellac, 
lacquer, or varnish finishes, however, are not as durable, so greater caution is 
required when treating them. 

The hardwood floor cleaner you have chosen according to the kind of finish your floor 
has should be diluted in distilled water as specified in the instructions. Wipe the floor 
with a lightly-dampened mop making gentle slow motions. Dip a cloth in mineral spirits 
and scrub over persistent stains to remove them. If necessary, rinse with a mop 
dipped in clean water but be very careful as any excess moisture is harmful for the 
wood floor. Buff the floor completely dry immediately afterwards. Avoid walking on the 
floor for about half an hour after you have finished cleaning. 

Bamboo floors and any other types of wood floors should be treated in the same way.



How to Clean Marble Floors

Mix a mild neutral detergent with cool water and mop your marble 
floors with overlapping short strokes. Mop once again with clean water 
and let the floor air dry. You can use an appropriate commercial 
cleaner, of course, but read the instructions carefully to know what 
type of marble the specific product is suitable for and try it on a small 
hidden area first. If you want to seal the marble, use a penetrating 
sealer which protects against staining but allows the stone to breathe. 

For knowing more about sealers n cleaners - pls contact us or refer 
the maintance guide which has been given to our selective clients.

Expert Tip : Use Sunsilk shampoo in water to mop the Italian marble 
flooring , you will see a drastic change in shine in a weeks time.

Most people don’t know this, but if you clean marble floors in a circular 
motion, you end up damaging it and make it look dull. Clean in gentle, 
straight lines.

              



Although floor cleaning is not an intimidating or overwhelmingly difficult task, you 
need to know what cleaning products and methods to use in order not to 
accidentally damage your more delicate floor surfaces. Wood floor cleaning, in 
particular, is somewhat tricky because preserving the flawless condition of the 
wood has its specifics and you’d better not risk ruining your expensive and 
beautiful flooring. If you have any doubts about the proper ways to treat your 
floors, remember that floor cleaning companies have the right equipment and the 
rich experience required for achieving the best possible results. 

Taking Advice : Hiring professionals Architects like Vinay&Rashmi is also a good 
option when you don’t have the time for extensive floor selections. 

VINAY AND RASHMI is an organization consisting of a young multidisciplinary 
team of professionals engaged in architectural and interior design.

We are a multidisciplinary architecture, interior design, Product, landscaping and 
urban planning firm founded in 2001. Vinay Rathi & Rashmi Rathi are the Joint 
Principal Architects of VINAY AND RASHMI.

Creating Happy Spaces... 

With love – Vinay & Rashmi



Please let us know - How helpful the tips are. Do ask your friends to register on our website

www.vinayandrashmi.com/expert-advise
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